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Eric Alticef® +

Dr. Eric Altice graduated from the University of California,
Los Angeles with his PhD. in United States History in 2004. Prior
to his time at UCLA, Altice studied at San Francisco State
Universify, receiving a Bachelor’s Degree in International
Relations, and a Master’s Degree in United States History. In 2011,
Dr. Eric Altice joined Jinling High School’s Chinese-American
Program/Zhong Mei Ban. Since then he has taught UCLA courses
in 19th Century United States History, 20th Century United States
History, and the History of American Popular Culture. Also, Altice
has designed and taught an Advanced Placement course on World
History. Students in this course have excelled, performing far above
the international test average, with more than 95% qualifying for
university credit. He has developed a strong interest in refining
ways to help improve student’s critical thinking and language skills
in order to prepare them for success in university classes abroad.
Altice expanded his teaching experience by working for a
year at Harvard-Westlake High School, an elite private college-prep
academy in Los Angeles. Following the year at Harvard-Westlake,
Altice moved on to teach at California State University, Long
Beach where he taught from 2002-2011. While at CSU Long
Beach, Altice helped to design a core course, required for all
History Majors, on Theory and History. This experience led to the
publication of his book, co-authored with another designer of the
course, History and Theory, published in 2014.
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Samuel Ngugi Keru

Samuel Ngugi Keru, the head of science department and
chemistry teacher of Nanjing Jinling High School A-Level Centre.

He hold degree in education (Chemistry) and have been
teaching A-Level chemistry to International students for over 18
years. He came to China in 2007 and Jinling High school is his
third school to teach in China, which he joined in September 2012.

Over the last 6 years, he has witnessed close to 300 students
graduate from A-level with top grades in chemistry and joined
some of the top universities abroad. He believes in giving each
student an opportunity, regardless of their academic abilities in the
subject and making chemistry an enjoyable subject which students
look forwards to learn.
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Table 2 the comparison about the teaching contents in electrochemical cell teaching in the

curriculum aims of China, England and America
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39 2004 4 refer to the electrochemical coll potential, £, for the

A% cell shown in the diagram reaction in part (a)
above.

Electroc (c) (ii) indicate, in the boxes

hemistry | (a) Write a balanced net ionic below the half-cells, the

Free equation for the spontaneous concentration of AgNO; and the

Response | reaction that takes place in the concentration of Zn(NOs), that are

Question | cell. needed to generate £° .

s (c) In the diagram above, (d) How will the cell potential be
(i) label the anode and the | affected if KI is added to the silver
cathode on the dotted lines | half-cell? Justify your answer.

Voltmeter
provided, and
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Secondar | energy. The reaction in a cell is | different metal electrodes 1in an

v a redox reaction and involves | electrolyte. Three possible cells are

Educatio | electron transfer. shown below.
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inert electrode

solution of
bromine
Br,(aq)

solution of iron(11
Fe’*(aq)

filter paper soaked in
sodium chleride solution
to complete the circuit

(1)
A cell

Complete the sentence

energy
(1]

Draw an arrow on the diagram
of the

into electrical energy.
(ii)
to show the direction
electron flow. [1]

(iii) In the left hand beaker,
the colour changes from brown to
colourless.

Complete the equation for the
reaction.

Br, +

dilute acid dilute’acid

dilute’ acid

(i)

the negative electrode?

Why is the more reactive metal

(ii)

more reactive than tin?

How can you deduce that zinc is

(1]

How could vyou

(iii) the

zinc/copper cell to have a voltage

change

greater than 1.1 V?

(iv) Complete the labelling of the
zinc/tin cell. [2][Total: 14]
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Learning at Zhongmei Ban

Dr. Eric Altice
(P EMEE S BAFH SRR HIT)

When 1 first came to Jinling High School to teach
United States History for UCLA Global Classroom, I did
so expecting to help intelligent, ambitious Chinese High
School students prepare for American Universities by
challenging them with an actual university course. And,
after seven years, I can say: mission accomplished.
Together, ZMB students and I have studied everything
from the foundations of the American political system in
the 1780s, to the nature of the Great Depression in the
1930s, to the emergence of film, television and the internet
in the 20" Century. In World History, we have explored
Silk Roads and oceanic trade routes, the rise and fall of
empires, and patterns of migration (an experience in which
they themselves have participated as they moved overseas
to pursue their education). But what I did not truly
anticipate, was just how much my students, and everyone
else at Jinling High School, would teach me.

I have learned about the unique qualities of Chinese
educational culture, as I watched my students use up every
possible spare hour in their day cramming for one exam
after another. I learned of the single-minded obsessiveness
of students with exams, with university rankings, with
every, single brief quiz in my classes. But my most
important lessons at ZMB were more personal in nature. I
have learned to look past stereotypes, while still accepting
the reality of cultural differences.

Stereotype #1: Chinese students are shy or quiet,
while Americans are outgoing and talkative. Anyone who
has attended a ZMB Halloween party, or just been present
when students are walking between classes, knows the first
stereotype to be untrue. (And anyone who has ever been in
a discussion section at an American university knows not
all Americans are so talkative)

Stereotype #2: Chinese students are all good at math
and science, and they all study engineering or business.
There is truth that a large percentage of ZMB students do
study math, sciences, business, or economics. But the
stereotype cannot contain the reality. I frequently find top
students in my History classes telling me openly that they
struggle with math, and a number of our strong students
have found their intellectual home in the Social Sciences.
While one ZMB alumni recently finished her degree
recently from UCLA in Environmental Science and
continued on to Stanford for graduate school, another
finished with a degree in Sociology from George
Washington University, graduated with high honors, and
aims to continue her studies at Cambridge. In addition to

JINLING GUANG

our wealth of engineers, math majors, and scientists, our
alumni include an artist in London, a future educator in
New York, an Art History student in Pennsylvania, and a
History student in Los Angeles. And the list could go on
much longer.

The similarities extend as well to the teachers tasked
with educating these students. I have been witness to, and
been inspired by, educators, both American and Chinese,
putting in long hours, preparing lesson plans, grading
homework, and working with students, one-on-one.
Educational philosophies may differ, classroom
management techniques may vary, but good teachers share
some fundamental things in common: a passion for their
subject, a belief that their job has value, and a desire to have
a positive impact on their students. Zhongmei Ban has been
fortunate to have a large number of quality teachers over
the years. And I have been lucky enough to have them as
colleagues.

Programs like ZMB find their value in a variety of
ways. They are part of the globalization of education, and
play a vital role in expanding cultural understanding as
educators and students crisscross the globe. But on a more
personal level, ZMB proves the fact that, for all the very
real cultural differences between us, we are more alike than
we think.
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The Founding of ZMB and the Formula for Its Success

Dr. Henry Tsang
(FEISHFE, GHFRIF. 2ETRALREREFHT)

It’s hard for me to imagine that 10 years has gone by
since the founding of Zhongmeiban at Jinling High School.

It has been such a joy to come to work and teach
students over the years, and it has been great to see them
graduate and continue to study and work all across China
and the world. Zhongmeiban has become a program
students in Nanjing aspire to attend. This reflects all of the
hard work our students have put in and all of the love and
dedication of the teachers over the years.

Ten years ago, | was the Director for a University of
Arizona study abroad center in Nanjing. I had been
teaching Economics and Research Methods to American
university students for the past two years in Nanjing after
living in the U.S. for the previous 30 years.

I had known Mr. Zou Zheng, who at the time was the
vice principal of the Nanjing Foreign Languages School
and we often discussed matters in international education.
I discussed with him that we had several University of
Arizona college instructors teaching in Nanjing, and asked
him if Chinese high school students would be interested in
taking college courses while they were still in high school.
This would allow them to acclimate themselves to college
style teaching and they could earn credit towards college.

He was very interested and we decided to meet again
to plan the curriculum. I still remember the date of the
meeting was October 16, 2007 because later that night, my
wife went into labor and gave birth to my son the next day.
So for me, the start of the ZMB program will always be
linked in my mind to the start of my own family.

A few weeks later, Principal Zou was transferred to
Jinling High School to be the main principal. Principal Zou
told me he wanted to start the University of Arizona
program at Jinling since he planned to set up a new
international department.

In the first few years, we had a one-year program for
Senior 3 students and most of the students were Jinling
regular high school students who decided they wanted to
study abroad after the completed the /NE%. So these
students were very hard working, but their English level
was not as good as our students today.

The program was successful from the start because we
had great teachers who loved to teach their students. The
first American college teachers at Zhongmeiban in the Fall
of 2008 were our International Relations teacher Dr. Andy
Onate and Writing Composition teacher Carol Ekstrom,
and their teaching assistants were Evan Hoole. Nick Borst,

and Jason Shelton. Every one of them put all of their heart
into their classes and they really wanted all of the
Zhongmeiban students to succeed.

Over the years, I think Zhongmeiban has succeeded
so well because we continued to have such great teachers.
While they are experts at teaching, I think what is more
important is how much they care about their students’
learning.

Even now, I think it is possible to find teachers who
have great experience or a great education. However, when
I interview new teachers, I am always most interested in
hearing how much they love to interact with students and
to help them as individuals.

I myself love all of the students I have taught all of
these years. Being a teacher is like being a father.
Sometimes, we need to be strict with our students to help
them grow, and sometimes you need to provide
unconditional positive regard. However I approach each
student, I know that nothing makes me more happy than to
see them students mature into independent thinking adults.

Over the years, I have used this as a guiding principle
for how I approach how we administer Zhongmeiban and
also what kind of teachers I like to have teaching with me.
Some teachers see their teaching as a job. Others see their
teaching as what they were put on this earth to do. I see
myself in the latter group and I like being around teachers
in the latter group.

After 10 years, I think Zhongmeiban has really put
itself on a stable path to continued success. We are bringing
in students who are stronger academically each year, and
the students will in turn bring more prestige to the school
through their achievements.

I know Zhongmeiban will only continue its success in
the future, because the teachers love coming to work
everyday and really enjoy spending time pushing and
seeing our students make small progress every single day.
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Let Students be Students

Dr. Justin Zackey
(F 232 RIEFRIASLIIE FRAZHIR )

Over my years of teaching in both the United States
and China, I have heard people from all walks of life
discuss how different Chinese and American students are.
“Chinese students are better at math and science.”
“American students express their opinions more openly.”
“Chinese students tend to memorize more.” “American
students disobey their teachers more.” And so on...

But over time, I have come to realize that while these
descriptions may have some basis, they are simple
stereotypes that overshadow the important similarities
between the two groups of students; similarities that should
be understood and embraced.

First, all students have dreams. Whether it is in the
arts, sciences, or even sports, all students have strong
aspirations about their professional development and
future careers.

It is important to remember that not all students’
dreams are the same as their parents’. Students are often
pushed into fields of study they are not very interested in.
More often than not, students end up with mediocre
performances in those fields, and their time, energy and
enthusiasm for things they really want to do.

In both countries, I see students struggling with the
dilemma of wanting to pursue what they want to study
versus the pressure their parents put on them. Students
waste a lot of anxiety on this issue.

Second, there is a tremendous amount of diversity
amongst both Chinese and American students.

There are Chinese students who are shy, and those that
are not. There are American students who work hard, and
there are those that do not. There are Chinese students who
want to be poets and artists, and American students who
want to be engineers and entrepreneurs.

I have traveled around China for many years
recruiting for UCLA Undergraduate Admissions and talk
to a lot of students. I find that it is just as common to hear
that students are interested in majoring in Literature,
History and Film as it is to hear Engineering, Economics
or Math.

If we stereotype students into categories of “good at
math” or “good at critical thinking”, we undermine giving
the student the choice to follow their own path. Good
education systems help students’ diversity of interests to
blossom.

Third, for both Chinese and American students, the
student-parent-school relationship is crucial for supporting

student success. All parents care about their students. All
schools care about their students. In both China and
America, students often do best when these three groups
interact, share and learn from each other.

Sometimes, students and parents in China are
confused about whom to listen to when it comes to
academic success. The dual pressures of both the desire to
get into the best school as well as the fear of the unknown
has created a market for education companies.

Why do students and parents pay thousands of dollars
to learn a secret their schools and teachers already have for
free? Don't they believe in themselves and their school
enough to trust they have can carve their own path to
success?

Given these similarities (and many more), my
experience has taught me that some of the most well
adjusted (academically, socially, professionally) students
are those who have had a wide range of experiences. This
may include experiences in both the Chinese and Western
education systems. This may include working in a
restaurant or in a charitable organization. Or, it may
include playing a sport or music. While each system may
have its unique techniques and approaches, both systems

cultivate students’ dreams, cater to the diversity of students’

interests, and put the student-parent-school relationship at
the center of educational activities.

Seeing students as students rather than as a product of
different  educational  systems  humanizes and
individualizes them and gives them the space to find
themselves.

By focusing more on the similarities, and less on the
differences, we can break down overgeneralized
stereotypes and help free students to do what they do best.

Dr. Zackey received his Ph.D. from the UCLA Department
of Geography and has been teaching in China since 1994.
He is the Executive Director of the UCLA Global
Classroom and has spearheaded UCLA's cooperation with
Jinling High Schools Zhongmei Ban since 2009.
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Reflections on a decade of success

Edward Eveniss
(SIS RAEK. ZFFHT)

My name is Edward Eveniss, and, as the Centre Principal
of the Jinling A-level centre, it is both my honour and my
privilege to make a few comments about our centre as it
completes its tenth year of existence. Our A-level centre grew
organically within the portals of the famous and highly
prestigious Jinling High School, and as a consequence, our
centre naturally seeks to emulate the high academic standards
of the main school and thus offer to the youth of Nanjing
Province yet another strand of education of the very highest
quality, albeit this time with an international flavor.

To understand where the centre stands currently,l read
several documents pertaining to its founding in 2008, and they
present a fascinating insight into our centre’s genesis. One can
clearly discern there the hopes, dreams and even the fears of
those charged with establishing the school, as they first
planned and then stepped so boldly into the unknown. I do
fervently hope that all the people involved with setting up
Jinling International A-level Centre :CD Zou, Mr XX, and
their teams, can somehow read that I am delighted to report
that our International A-level centre is thriving and is now
celebrating ten years of nurturing confident, independent
high-achieving students, just as they envisioned. I would add
that Jinling A-level Centre’s success is not just down to the
founders and so I would like to take this opportunity to also
express my gratitude for the wonderful support of our current
CD,Ms Zhou, The main School’s director, Mr Sun and all of
those who have worked for and contributed so fully to the
Centre over the last ten years.

I have spoken of the present and looked back at the past
of our centre, but what of the future? If I look around the
centre I am confident that ever brighter prospects await if the
school continues to pursue academic excellence with the

rigour, integrity and humanity in the way that it has always

done. May I close by congratulating Jinling High school on an
outstanding 10 years of success and wish the school and

everyone here the very best for the future.
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My experience in Jinling International Department

Samuel Keru
(IR AH2R A K . LT )

I came to China for the first time back in 2007 and
joined the International department of Changsha No.l
School in Changsha, Hunan. It took me two years to realize
I needed to move on and discover other schools and as such,
I left Changsha and joined the International department of
Suzhou high school. Three years later the urge to move was
on again and in 2012 I joined the International Department
of Jingling high school, where I intended to stay for 2 years
before moving on again. 6 years down the line, I am still
here at the International department if Jinling High School!
Year after year, I have found myself renewing my contract
with the school without any contemplation.

My lengthy service in the department has been driven
by two major factors:

One has been the steady progress I have witnessed
with the quality of our students over the last 6 years. Every
year, our students have turned out to be greater, not only in
academic superiority but also in conduct. It has been like
watching flowers grow and blossom. Each year has been
having its nice surprises and these positive expectations
have kept me active year after year.

The other factor which has made me stay longer than
projected has been the incredible Chinese staff and the
main school, who have been very supportive both to the
students and to the foreign staff. The department has turned
out to be like a family where everyone has become his/her
brother’s keeper.

It is a nice feeling to realize that over a couple of years,
hundreds of young brains have made it to their dream
universities abroad through the nurturing of the department.

The International department of Jinling High School
has grown from a modest Centre to one of the most
respected departments in Nanjing and I belief in a couple
of years, it will be the most sort after department offering
the International curriculum, both in Nanjing and beyond.
Thanks to the current and all former staff and students of
the department.

JINLING GUANG

Long life International department of Jingling!
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