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Teaching Plan
Module 7 Unit 4 Reading

FIR

About the Teaching Material

It’s an expository passage from a tourist brochure
introducing the London Underground which has a long
history of 156 years. Students are familiar with the
underground/metro, a popular public rapid transit system
but unfamiliar with the London Underground, which is no
more than a means of transportation. By assisting students
in sorting out the key events mentioned in the passage and
adding extended information in forms of words, pictures
and video clips, the teacher encourages students to learn
more about both the underground and the significance of

historic constructions.

Teaching Aims(During/after the lesson, students...)

1. learn about the London Underground as not only a
means of transportation but also a historic construction
that serves as a landmark of the city;

2. practise the reading strategy for reading a tourist
brochure (an expository passage);

3. learn and be able to share the right attitude towards
great constructions like the London Underground: learn
about it, show respect, maintain and preserve it, introduce

and memorize it, draw inspiration from it, etc.

Teaching Difficulties and Focuses

1. To arouse students interest in the topic. (With a distant
and complex history, the London Underground is a rather
unfamiliar topic to students.)

2. To inspire students to think critically and share
opinions on the significance of the London Underground

and on the preservation of historic constructions.

JINLING GUANG

Teaching Aids

A blackboard, chalks and multimedia devices

Teaching Procedure

Step One: Pre-Reading

1. Lead-in

The teacher shows the pictures of wall decorations in the
Nanjing Metro stations.

Guess which the station is and what the wall decorations
mean.

[To arouse students’ interest and to indicate the
underground s function as a culture carrier.]

2. Brainstorming

Make a prediction of the passage based on the title.

[T0 inspire students to form their own thinking about the

topic.]

Step Two: Fast Reading

Read the passage quickly and find out in what aspects the
London Underground is introduced and Make a
comparison with the prediction.

[To sort out the main content and the structure of the

passage.]

Step Three: Comprehensive Reading

1. Find out the reasons behind the construction of the
London Underground.

2. Grasp the three key years in the history of the London
Underground.

(1) 1863: the first line

Compare features of the early underground with the

modern one.
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(2) 1884: the first line under the river

Watch a video clip and talk about the challenges and
efforts involved in early construction.

(3)1890: the first electric underground railway

Learn it as a vital leap towards modernization.

3. Two important figures Charles Yerkes and Charles
Holden.

4. Talk about the functions of the London Underground
during World War II and their current functions.

5. Learn its modern development: two new and vital lines.
Use statistics to describe the current situation.

[On one hand, students learn the London Underground as
a whole by finding out the background behind the
construction, the tough development, and the current
situation. On the other hand, students are inspired to
consider the underground as not only a means of
transportation but also a shared achievement of people s

Jjoint efforts, which keeps developing with the city.]

Step Four: Post-Reading

1. Deep thinking

Group Discussion: Why is the London underground
introduced in a tourist brochure?

[Inspire students to find out the significance of the
London Underground. It is an essential means of
transportation that serves millions of people per day, a
landmark that shows visitors the city’s culture, an
achievement of brave innovation and great efforts, a

historic construction showing the development of the

city./

2. Extension

(1) Watch the video of the massive Notre Dame fire and
talk about its’ influence.

The historic Notre Dame Cathedral is not only a church
but a symbol of Paris, a symbol of France.

This church is a symbol of freedom, a symbol of
fraternity.

(2) Group Discussion: How do we treat the historic
constructions when they are out of use in the future?

[The London Underground is introduced here for not only
the breakthrough it makes in transportation but also the
history, the culture and the spirit it carries and conveys.
Associating the passage with the current event inspires
students to reflect deeply on the topic of preserving
historic constructions. Cultivate the appropriate attitude
towards historic constructions: learn about it, show
respect, maintain and preserve it, introduce and memorize

it, draw inspiration from it, etc.]

Step Five: Assignment

Write an essay on the topic of “the Preservation of
Historic Constructions”.
about(about 150 words):

1. What is your opinion on the appropriate attitude

In the essay, please talk

towards historic constructions.

2. How to preserve historic constructions?

[Students digest what are discussed in the lesson and
form own ideas on a certain topic and then express it in

written language.]

LA
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